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TO THE 
FREEHOLDERS 
o os 


HE approaching Election of a 
national Repreſentative in Parlic- 
ment, and the Conteſts already 
* * in ſeveral Counties, are the Occaſion 
of my addreſſing myſelf to you at this Time; 

and laying before you the Oath you are liable 
to take, before you vote at the Election of a 


Knight or Knights for the Shire, with a few 
Obſeryati tions thereupon. 
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(2) 
The OA TH. 


o ſhall ſwear (or being one 
of the People called Quakers, 


you ſhall ſolemnly affirm) that you 
are a Freeholder in the County of 


„ and have a F reehold 
Eſtate,” conſiſting =_— . 


(ſpecifying the Mature of fauch Free- 
hold Eftate, whether Meſſuage, Land, 
Rent, Tythe, or what elſe ; and if | 
fuch Freehold confets in M eſſnapes, 
Lands, or Tythes, then ſpecifying 
7 7 whoſe Occupation the ſame. are, 
and if in Rent, then ſpecifying the 


Names of the Owners or Poſſeſſors 


of the Lands or. Tenements, out of 
which the Rent is iff wing, or of 
eme, ar one of them ) lying or be- 
ing at ; in the County 


of of the clear yearly 


Value 


| 
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(27 
Value of forty Shillings, over and 
above all Rent and Charges p ayable 
out of, or in Reſpect of the ſame; 
and that yau have been in the anal | 
Poſſeſſion or Receipt of the Profits 
thereof, for your own Uſe, above 
twelve Kalendar Months, or that 
the ſame came to you by Deſcent, 
Marriage, Marriage-Settlement, De- 
viſe, or Promotion to a Benefice in 
2 Church, or by Promotion to an 
Office; and that ſuch Freehold EC. 
tate hath not been granted, or made 
to you fraudulently, on Purpoſe to 
quality you to give your Vote, and 
that the Lt of your AG: i 
in . 1-4 a 
that you are twenty-one Abing of 
Age, as you believe, and that you 


have not been Fay beate at * 
Slain. KEW: | 
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This is the Oath, which yoo are deſired 
to conſider SERIQUSLY. 


Firſt, You ſhall fwear, that is, you ap- 
peal to God, who is infinitely wiſe, and there- 
fore cannot be deceived; he is alſo equally 
Juſt and good, and will not not eaſily. for- 
give any Deceit that is deſigned to be put 
upon him: 80 that if you declare what is 
ſtrictly true, your Conduct will be both 
approved and rewarded. But if what you 
ſay in this ſolemn Manner, be not true, 
| you diſhonour and affront God to the higheſt 
Degree; by calling him to be the Witneſs 


of a Thing which you — know to 
be abſolutely „ 


This then, is the Nature of the Solemnity 
you perform, when you lay your Hand upon 
the Book; I now proceed to * is * 
ar to be ſworn. 


# 


7 bat you. are a. Preebolder. and have a 

Freehold Eftate, &c. Now a Freehold E- 

ſtate, —— to the Definition of the Laws 
of 


( 5 ) 
of this Country, is an Intereſt for your own 
or another's Life, in the Lands &c. where- 


fore it is neceſſary to aſk yourſelf a few 
r 


1. this Eſtate truly and really your own for 
your Life? (it may be ſo by Conveyance) 
but do you in your Conſcience /ook upon it as 
your own Property? Do you know of no 
Intention in the Granter when he conveyed 
it, or in yourſelf when you accepted the 
Grant, to reaſign, reconvey or releaſe it 
again? Are you in your Conſcience under no 
explicit or implicit Agreement or Obligation 
to reaſſign, reconvey, or releaſe it again? or 
have you no ſuch Intentions? Is this Eſtate 
really, honeſtly, and fairly your own for Life? 
without any Condition of returning it, in any 
Manner to the Granter, or his Heirs? If 
you can upon Confideration of theſe Queſ- 
tions, ſatisfy yourſelf that the Eſtate is free 
from any of theſe or the like Conditions, you 
have an unqueſizoneble Right to vote, if not, 
by ſwearipg you have an Eſtate for Life, you 
are in CONSCIENCE guilty of PERJURY, 
and however your _—_ of Conveyance may 


acquit 
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acquit you of the Penalties at a temporal Bar, 


Jour eternal JUDGE cannat acquit you HERE- 


ArrER. 


But you will give me leave to remark, 


that Circumſtances may appear, which though 
not ſufficient perhaps, to ground a Pro- 


ſecution upon, yet they may be ſufficient to 


. eaſt a Suſpicion upon your Character, which 
with good Men, may make ſuch an Im» 


preſſion as may injure your Credit, and not 
eaſily to be wiped off : For Example, 


You are upon Oarn to ſet out the Ne. 
ture of your Freehold, and out of whoſe and 
what Eftate any Annuity or Rent (as it is cal- 
led in the AR) iſſues; ſuppoſe then it ſhould 


appear, that any one ſhould have granted 


tweniy or more Annuities of forty Shillings 
each, out of an Eſtate of ffty Pounds per 
Annum, and voted alfo himſelf for the ſame 
Ejtate, will not this too clearly ſhew the In- 
tention of theſe Annuities? and give Reaſon to 


believe they are only formal Grants for a 


Purpoſe, and the real Intereſt of the Ore 
mach — ae FLO”. 
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5 
But you will conſider further. 


You ſwear you have been in the ACTUAL 
PossE$510N of the Rents and Profits thereof 
for your wn Uje, for above WI IVE KA- 
LENDAR Mod T As before you vote. Tho 
the Date of your Conveyance may be #welve 
Months before you vote, and a Payment of 
twelve Months Annuity or Rent might have 
been made of it ; it will be proper for you, 
to recollect, you ſwear you have bren in the 
actual Poſſeſſion, wherefore, conſider your 
OATH ; and aſk your Conſcience when the 
Eſtate was conveyed ? when was the Pur- 
chaſe made or agreed for? when was it firſt 
thought of? Can you in your Conſcience 
declare yourſelf to have been entitled thereto, 
ſo as to have had a legal Right thereto, 
and ſuch a Power over the ſame, as you 
could have conveyed the ſame to another, 
twelve Months before this Election? If fo, 
you may call yourſelf conſcientiouſly in the 
ACTUAL Posskss fox, otherwiſe, what- 
ever Deeds you may produce to aſcertain the 
Dates, or whatever Evidence you may give 


ff 


a : ( 8 1 
of Payment, it may ſerve to acquit you 
of Perjury HERE, but your own Conſcience 
Will coNvicT you HEREAFTER. 


I ſhall add one Obſervation or two more, 
which 1 hope may be of Uſe on this Occa- 
fion, and theſe are all I ſhall trouble you with 


upon this Oath. 


You {wear that this Eſtate or Freehold has 
not been granted or made to you Fx Au pu- 
LENTLY, ON PURPOSE to qualify you to 
give your Vote. 


To conſider this, it will be neceſſary. to 
ſearch for the Meaning of the Word Fraudu- 
tent, and I apprehend, it imports in this Place 
a Fraud, which ariſes from a Conveyance of 
an Eſtate, for which either a valuable Con- 
federation has not been paid, or not actually 
fold, but only conveyed ſo as to veſt a vi/ible 
"Freehold in the Grantee for the Purpoſes of 
Election, without veſting the actual Proper- 
'fy but upon Condition of not retaining it, 


or for reconveying or ſelling the ſame 
back again, as ſoon as the Purpoſes of Elec- 
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tion are anſwered, nor to receive any Profit 
from the Iſſues thereof: Every one of which 
Circumſtances are. certainly fraudulent in the 
Granter, and equally ſo in the Grantee who 
accepts or takes the Grant thereupon, and ak 
though a valuable Conſideration ſhould (by 
the Deeds) appear, and all the Forms of Law 
ſtrictly purſued to aſſure a Freehold Eſtate in 
the Thing granted, yet a Purchaſer, who 
takes it upon Thee or any of theſe Conditions, 
votes in Purſuance thereof, and ſwears it is 
not granted fraudulently, is guilty of PER ju- 
RY, for the Grant itſelf is FRAUDULENT, the 
Grantee has not a real, juſt, and equitable 
Right in the Eſtate, and the Grant is a 
Fraud upon, and DECEIT of the Judgment 
of the Sherriff, it is a Deceit of the ElefFors 
and a Deceit upon the Pubhck, 


I would therefore aſk you the Voter, 


Was the Eſtate you vote for, conveyed to 


you actually as appears by the Deeds and ag 
that Time the Deeds bear Date? Can you 


in your Conjeience ſay, the Eſtate is truly, 
C afually 


610) 
actually and honeſily purchaſed by you? Have 
you a real and actual Intereſt in this Eſtate? 
Do you intend to retain it? Or is it only to 
be kept by you for the Purpoſe of ELECTION, 
and parted with again as ſoon as that Pur- 
poſe is anſivered? Can you ſay you have paid 
a real, actual, and valuable Conſideration for 
the ſame, and are not under any Contract, 
Agreement or Obligation, expreſſed or intend- 
ed to reconvey, or fell it back again, when 
the Purpoſes of Election are over? Can you 
ſay you are really, adtually and truly ſeized 
thereof, and that it is in your Conſcience liable 
to your juſt Debts, and you have a full 
Power over it? Can you fay, in your Con- 
ſcience, that, (at the Time of the Purchaſe | 
you intended to keep it for your LIFE) 
Theſe are Queſtions you are to aſk yourſelf, 
before you take this Oath, and if you can 
anſwer them farrlyand honeſtly, agreeable with 
the Deeds of. Conveyance, you certainly have 
an honeſt, legal and conſcientious Right of 
Voting, but if your Conſcience doth not an- 
ſwer property in every one of tbeſe Circumſtan- 
ces, this Freehold is granted FRAUDULENTs= 
| LY 
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LY ON PURPOSE TO QUALIFY YOU To 
GIVE YOUR VoTE; and however your 
Decds and Evidences may acquit you of Per- 


fury here, Gop CANNOT ACQUIT YOU 
HEREAFTER, 


Leſt what I have wrote before may be 
conſtrued to extend to the common Free- 
Holder only, give me leave to aſſure you, it 
is intended to GRAN TE RS as well as GR AN+ 
TEES, and I will only add this, that al- 
though a GRANTER may think himſelf not 
guilty of Perjury, becauſe he doth not acłu- 
ally take the Oath, Yet I apprehend, if he 
reflects with himſelf, he will in Conſcience 
think he is <qually guz/ty with the GRANTEE, 
in every Perjury be commits on this Occaſion, 
wherefore, I would hope the GRANTER 
will before he comes to execute any one of 
theſe fraudulent Conveyances of Þreebolds, he 


would conſider and aſk himſelf a few Queſ- 


tions. 


Do not I, who know the true Intent and 
EN of the Law, know alſo that the 


211 Eſtate 


Eſtate I now grant is made to ſerve the Pur. 


poſe of the Election? Do not I know, I do 


not PART with my Property, but To sERvE 


this Purpoſe ? Do not I know, that this Eſ- 
tate is not actually, really and truly an E, 


fate for Life, fold to the Grantee? Let him 


aſk himſelf theſe Queſtions, and if his Con- 


ſcience anſwers him, he has not, nor pid IN- 
TEND TO PART WITH HIS PROPERTY, 
but only to ſhew @ ſpecious vifible- (though 


| imaginary) Title to the Eſtate, and that he 
expects, or has Reaſon to DEPEND upon its 


being reconveyed or reſold to him again: If 
this be the Caſe, let him remember he is the 


- Occaſion of this yALSE OATH of the E- 


LECTOR, and there is no Difference be- 


tween ACCESSARIES and PRINCIPLES in 
- Perjury in the Sight of God, 


I have only this farther to obſerve, (I thank 


God) the middle Sort of PeopLE of this 
KINGDOM are not yet fo far abandoned, as 


to 


owe every Moment of our Preſervation, 
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to have caſt off all Regard and Estee 7 
for an Oath, and whatever Dependance 5 
they may have upon a "GREAT Man, 
they will do well to conſider they have a 
much greater upon an almighty and 


| tremendous God; they, I dare ſay, will 


not riſque their Hopes of Happineſs for 
the Sake of a Compliment: once in ſe- 
ven Years, or forfeit the  Countenance 
and Protection of him, who is the Au- 
thor of our Beings, and to whom we 


nay farther, without whom theſe very 


great Men's Countenance could not, in 


the leaſt avail. I ſay, they will not, 
cannot, ſubmit to accept of a Freehold 
of this Kind, nor can I be perſuaded 


if this Matter be thus conſidered by Perſons 


of Fortune, in their Country, and who 


have no Views to the Lucrative (I wiſh 


I could not call them unuſeful and 


needleſs) Offices and Places of Governe 


ment, 


ers. 
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honeſt well meaning, 
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